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This newsletter surveys the activities of the Committee on the Undergraduate 
Program in Mathematics (CUPM) and relates its history since its inception in 1953 as a 
standing committee on the Undergraduate Program. The responsibilities of the 
committee in 1953 were to make a study of the mathematics curriculum and make 
recommendations to the mathematical community. This issue serves to acquaint the 
mathematical community with some of the resulting changes in the structure and in the 
activities of CUPM especially as these activities relate to (1) college teachers, (Z) 
training of elementary and secondary school teachers, (3) applications of mathematics, 
and (4) two-year college mathematics programs. Members of current committees are 
identified. Publications available from the Committee without charge are listed. (RP) 
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Many tasks which CUPM undertook during its early years have been more or less completed. 
More recently , CUPM has attacked a number of important new problems. The purpose of this issue 
of the NEWSLETTER is to acquaint the mathematical community with some of the resulting 
changes in the structure and in the activities of CUPM , 
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A SURVEY OF CUPM ACTIVITIES 



EARLY HISTORY OF CUPM (1953-1965) 

The history of CUPM can be traced to January, 1953 when Professor E. J. 
MacShane, then President of the Mathematical Association of America, appointed 
an ad hoc committee on the undergraduate program. A survey by this group 
quickly confirmed the impression that mathematics departments throughout the 
country were dissatisfied with the curriculum at that time. The Association 
therefore established a standing Committee on the Undergraduate Program (CUP) 
to make a study of curriculum, to experiment with curricular innovations and to 
make recommendations to the mathematical community. Many readers will un- 
doubtedly recall such publications of CUP as UNIVERSAL MATHEMATICS; ELE- 
MENTARY MATHEMATICS OF SETS WITH APPLICATIONS; MODERN MATHEMATICAL 
METHODS AND MODELS. It soon became apparent that the problems of modern- 
izing undergraduate mathematics curricula were too difficult to be handled by a 
small committee lacking major financial resources, and .so, in 1959-60, CUP was 
reorganized and enlarged, and immediately launched a drive to secure adequate 
financial support. The new group was known as the Committee on the Undergradu- 
ate Program in Mathematics (CUPM). In 1960, CUPM received substantial support 
from the National Science Foundation, and a large scale attack on a number of 
fronts was made possible. 
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